
Adult Learners are different from Childhood Learners
· They are autonomous and self-directed

· They have accumulated life experiences and knowledge

· They are goal oriented

· They are relevancy oriented

· They are practical

· They desire (and deserve) respect

Observations in reaction to the above claims:
· Adult learners are sometimes sensitive

· They come with baggage about subjects

· They may or may not be self driven in a subject

· They are relevancy oriented and goal oriented which puts them at a disadvantage for seeing the big picture or goals of the institution.

· Practicality is often the obstacle in convincing them that they should focus on what seems to be an impractical course (Math for English majors, Intro to Humanities for Science majors, etc.)

· They desire respect in education as though it were a business. 
An observation made  in my Master’s Program:
‘I believe adult students today are savvy consumers. To be consistent with our values of empowering a student, we need to value student feedback heavily and “market” our teaching to their declared needs’ (Hall, 2002). 

10 Predictions About Serving Adult Learners. (July, 15 2005). National On-Campus Report, Vol 33, Number 14. EBSCOhost online database. http://www.ebscohost.com. 10/22/2005. 

1) “Life changes will remain the key reasons adults enroll.

2) Adults will enroll as non-matriculated, certificate and AAS students. 

3) Colleges are becoming more interested in accelerated programs and is becoming a more “client-centered industry.”

4) Online options are popular, even within a traditional classroom.

5) Colleges and education institutions will more often take a “business to business” approach to finding students.

6) Reaching minorities is still an issue. 85% of students are still white despite increasingly diverse populations.

7) A full half of adult students are daytime students. Therefore non-traditional students are present at all hours.

8) Age is not a predictor in status (as traditional or non-traditional students) or student behavior.

9) For profit institutions are increasing in enrollment and taking students from public institutions. This means adults are going where their needs are met.

10) (New word: “Woopie”- n. acronym. Well Off Older People In Education) Woopies will soon populate our system (2025).

Take at least a week to contemplate the answers to the following questions in preparation for the writing assignment on the following page. Use your own observations and memories to examine and explore in your essay.

What are your observations of adult learners?

What experiences do you have as an adult learner?

How can these experiences and observations improve your tutoring?

Writing Assignment
Description:
 Write a 2 page exploration essay. This essay explores the discussion we had in the workshop as well as your personal observations and experiences. The question you will address for the paper is “How can I use my observations about adult learners to improve my tutoring?”  

Requirements:

· 2 pages of double-spaced text in 12 pt, Times New Roman font with 1” margins.

· Use any personal observations and experiences that seem relevant.

· Use MLA or APA style citation (see guidelines at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/)
· Make sure to discuss both positive and negative qualities in adult learners

Qualities that make a good exploratory paper:

· Use of a leading question
· A question or sentence that directs the contents of your essay. It is usually placed within or at the end of the introductory paragraph. 

· Use of evidence like quotations.

· Here are a few ways to use evidence within the body of your essay: 

· As a spring board for your ideas-- Introduce some exploration by adding an anecdote, quote or some other piece of evidence and following it with your reactions.

· As support for a point you are making-- State your point, following with evidence or anecdote that helps to prove your point. Next, explain the connections the reader should be making (if necessary) and end with discussion of how that proves your point.

· Use the Writing Center at South, Sandy, Redwood or Jordan campuses. You may also submit your paper to the Writing Center online at www.slcc.edu/swc find the student resources to submit your writing to a tutor online.

Submit your paper in person to Christie Hall at South City or Sandy Campus Learning Centers or email it to me at Christie.Bogle@slcc.edu before the end of this semester (if you are hoping to reach Level II Certification by the end of the semester.)
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